Snow and Ice
Grade:  Lower Elementary (K)
Time:   30-45 minutes

Objectives: Students will…

· Describe the shapes snow flakes can take.

· Describe what snow is made of.

· Name two things that can melt ice.
Materials 

· Snow (preferably as it falls) 

· Black construction paper, kept in the freezer 

Introduction

When it is snowing, have students dress warmly and assign them to pairs.  Give each pair a piece of construction paper that has been kept in the freezer (or outside away from moisture.)

Instruct then to hold the paper out flat and to look at the shape of the snowflakes as they fall onto the paper.  What do they look like?  After a few minutes of catching flakes, head inside.

Procedure

1.  Snowflakes

Gathered in a circle, ask students to describe the flakes they saw.  What color were they?  What shape?
Ask students if they know what snow is made of.  Snow is made of tiny pieces of ice around a speck of dirt.  

2.  Ice Experiments

Have students sit at their desks and give each an ice cube.  Have them feel it, hold it.  What happens to the ice when they hold it in their hands?  It melts.

Give each student a small amount of salt.  Have them put the salt on the ice.  What happened?  Heat (like from our hands) is not the only thing that can melt ice.  Some chemicals, like salt, can as well.  In fact, people put salt on roads to keep snow and ice melted when it is cold out.  

Conclusion

Brainstorm with students a list of different things that you could test to see if they meted ice and snow.

